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"Underſtand that you and many others are greatly diſlatisfied at 
© the Proceedings among us, in the purſuance of thoſe that have 
. been Accuſed for Witchcraft, and have accordingly fought® to 
. fobitrut them ; which I am afraid will prove pernicious' to the Land ; 
fand that for more reaſons than one ; principally in the hazzard of Brea- 
*ches and Diviſions among us, which tend to ſome unhappy Change; and 

| *fome body will be to blame. 
_ B. <jr, the Peace of a Place is carneftly to be ſought, and they that ſin- 


4 


' fully cauite Diviions,will be guilcy of all the miſerable effe&s of rhem :bur 

- whether this blame will truly fall upon you or us,is to be conſidered: there 

15'an carneft contenuing for the Truth requiſite, and that is not to be 
parted with for Pezce. 

S. *No doubt every one will juſtifie himfelf in his own way ; but met 

* 2&8 n0t for that Innocent : yea, the moſt blame-worthy are tor th; moſt 

* part carrried our with the greateft Confidence. 


S. 


ba. 


B, Irus, I could refle& here ; but I ſpare. Only give me leaye 
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:  B. All of you are not fo mindgd on ny Knowledge ; but ought there 
aot 


2 (2) 
tell you, that we have more reaſons to plead our integrity by, than poſſi: 
bly you know of, or will eafily heligve, 

S. © [ would gladly heer them, 

-W.-y conkek, the Aninglſitles oh both ſides have been \ #ul, and much 
obſtructive ts the coming at the Truth : but if *you will promiſe placicly 
to argue the Caſe with me, you ſhall hear what we have to ſay; and I 
will as readily entertain any thing from you : and it we can come to a 
betrer under{tancing between us, 1:-wull be well 

$S. © The propatal is fair, and | ſhall endeavour to. comply with 1: ; 
* only give me I-ave firſt to Catechiie you 11 a few things. 

B. I hall freely give yoy my {zale of any thing you will ask, 

S. © Do you believe thar there are any Witches ? | 

B. Yes no doubt ; the Scriveurs t5 cl:ar tor it; and it is an injurious 
refleion that fome of yours haye cx't upon us, az If we call:d that 
Truth in queſtion. Wherher any thing we attelt doth undermine ic, is 
to be conſidered. 

$..© And ought not theſes Witches to be Punithed ? 

B. Without queſtion ; the Precept of Gods Word is for it : only they 
muſt firſt be ſo proved. 

S- © But may not Witches be ſo Detected, as to be liable to a righte- 


"Ous Sentence and Execution 2? 
B, I believe ic, though I think it not ſo eaſy as fome make it ; yet God 


often righteoully leaves them to diſcover themſelves. 
S. © Ovught not the Civil Magiltrate to ute utmoſt diligence in the Sear- 


* ching out Witchcraft, when he is directed by Gods Providence to 
*grounds of a juft fuſpicion of ic ? _ 

B. Doubtlek : yet ought he to manage the matter with great Prudence 
and Caution, and attend right Rules 1a the Search, But now give me 
lzave to take the like liberty of propounding two or three queſtions to you? 


S. © With Freedom. 
B. Taking it for granted that there are Witches in NEW-ENGLAND, 


which no rational man will dare to deny ; 1 ask whether Innocent Per- 
{ons may not be falſely accuſed of Witciicraft f : 
S. © I yerily believe it, and hope none of you ſuppoſe us 1o uncharita- 


* blz as to think the contrary. 
B. Do you not think it an hard lot for an Innocent Perſon to have 


the aſperſion of VVitchcraft caſt upon him ? 


ninable ; nor any that is with more difficulty wiped olt. 


S. © VVithout ſcruplz ; there being no Crime more ſcandalous and abo- 
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(.3/) 
not to be good grounds of ſuſpicion, before a perfor ( eſpecially of hotteſt 
Converſation ) be brought on to theftage to be examined for fuch aCrime? 

S. © TI ſee no danger inowning the Afﬀirmartive ; I am riot yet cofrvinced 
© that there is any Reficzion 1n 1t upon us. 

B. That is not my buſineſs : bat do you think that every ſuſpicion 
is enough to commit a man to Priſon for ſuch a Crime ? 2: 

S. © Why nor, if the ſuſpicion be built on juſt Prefurnptions ! for this 
* is only in order to a fair Trial,which is to pals through two Juries, whete 
© he will have the liberty to Vindicate his Innocence openly. 

B. You muſt give me leave to difſens from you here, before I Proceed 
in my Queries. I am informed that 1n a Legal Warrant made for the 
Commirment of a Perſon, his Crime-may nor be mentioned under the 
Lenefying term of ſuſpicion ; but the AR or Acts are to be Expreſly 
Charged ; E. G. you are to take into your Cuſtody, &c. for feveral Ads 
of Wirckcraft Commirted on the body of, &c. now Certainly, there is 
more tkan a meer ſuſpicion upon fallacious Preſumptions, neceflary for 
the doing ct thi; Honeftly, Our ſtatute Laws therefore have provided 
orcat Cauticns againſt the Committing of perſons without Subſtantial 
grounds : Befides, ic 13 certain,that on lighter faipicions of Capital Crintes, 
Bail rnay be taken ; fo that if the perſoh be committed to Goal, his Mrt- 
timus goes for want of Ball, and doth not Gifedtly charge the Ciime off 
him; yea and Bail may ſtill be taken aft& Commitment, Moteover, 
P.eafon it ſelf faith, that when a man & Committed wihout Bail, and may 
not come oft without a Jury ; and in order to that an Indiatmerit muſt 
be formed againſt him, where the Adts are again to be Pofitively & Par- 
ticularly charged upon him, ard Witneſſes to be Examined, which ex- 
poleth him to open Ignominy, theie ovght to be fomthing Subſtantial a- 
gainft him. Yea Conſcience will tell a Juſtice, that if he verily believes 
taat a Grand:Jury ought not, or cannot Legally find Bila vera againſt 
{ach a man, he doth him an ineparable wrong in fo committimg him 3; 
lince hereby, 15 Credit 15 Steined, his Liberty Reftreined, his Time Loft, 
and great Charges and Damages come upon him ; which, who ſhall repair * 

$. © Il:ele things ſeem to nave fome weivht in them, bur 1 think them 
* alizne irem our Caſe : pleaſe then to Proceed. 

B. ] bclicve them not fo alicne 3 but for the preſent let me ask : Do 
you tk1ak that a les clear Eykdence 15 ſuffici:nt for Conviction in the 
Caiz of Witchcraft, than is neceſlary in other Capital Caſes, ſuppoſe 
Murder, Ec. | 
_ * We luppole it neceſſary to take up with lefs, how elſe ſhall Witches 

be detected and punithed according to Gods Command ? Witchcraft is 
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« then eſteemed Capital, when the perſon is Guilty of being in Combina- 


"tion with the Devil ; which muſt be proved by Preſumptions ; for who 
* ſaw or heard them Covenanting ? : 

B. This 1s a dangerous Principle, and contrary to the mind of God,who 
hath appointed that there ſhall be good and cl:ar proof ag1int the Cri- 
minal ; elſe he\is not Providentially delivered into the hands of Juſtice, to 
bs taken off from the earth. Nor hath God exempted this Cafe of Witch- 
craft fromthe General Rule. Beſides, reaſon tells us, that the inore horrid 
the Crime 1s,the more Cautious we ought to be 1n makiag any guilty of ir. 


$. © But how then ſhall Witches be detected and executed 2 muſt the 


© Land grown under the burden of them, and 15 there no rclief 2 

B. Witches ( as other Criminals ) are not to b2 executed till derefted ; 
nor are they detected, till ind-1bitably proved to be fo : for which we are 
to uſe Gods way, and wait iis time : and his will in his Provilence 6, 
that ſom mens fins ſhail go b2fore hand to Judgment, and others thall 
come atter. 

S. © But Divines and Lawyers put great weight on Preſumptions as Per- 
© kins, Bernard, Dalton, &>c. and you ſ2em to make them 1aligy11cant, 

B. So we are indeed charged, but injuriouſly. As tor Daiton, he cn'y 
preſcribes Rules tor Juſtices in their private Capacity, tor the' Examining, 
or at moſt the Commitment of the Perſons ſuſpected ; and hi; Rules are 
given ſo Confuſedly, that I think no Juſtice can underſtand hi; Duty by 
them. As for Perkins and Bernard, whom you inſtance in ; I preſume 
chat either you have not read tzem, or miſtake them. "They rightly 
diſtinguiſh between Preſumption and Conviction ; and tell us that ſome 


Preſumptions, are ſtronger than others ; ſome only ſufficient tor Examt- 


nation, others enough tor Commitment : but they confidently aver, that 
all preſumptions, which are no more but ſo, are ſhort of being CGonvidt- 


on; and where are you then ? and indeed they ſay nothing but what 


hath good reaſon in it ; for to put a man to death by bare Preſumptions, 
is to do it by gueſs, and that 15 ſomething hard. 
$8. © You ſeemto bg very nice and critical in this points 
_ B. And why not ? there is Life in the caſe ; beſides a perpetual infamy 
on the perſon, and a ruinous reproach upon his Family. 
S. © But what then will you allow for a clear Conviction 7 


B. I will tell you my thoughts in ſeveral Particulars, Againſt which 1t 
you pleaſe you may object : and Firſt, there muſt be a matter of fact 
evidently done, and proved : for, where there 15 no fa, there is no 


ground of accuſation againſt any perſon. 
S, I ihall make ag reply againſt chis, 
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KB. Secondly ; ti15 matter of fa&t muſt carry in it the Evidence of the 
Ciime which 1t 15 brought to prove. We 

S. © What do yon mean by Evidence ? 

B. I mean, thatir be infallibly, or it you will, indubetably certain, that 
he who did that fact, rendred himf-It by it Guilty of the Crime, tor the 
proof whereof it is allecged ; otherwiſe, the Crime 15 not found out by 
the fact. 

S. © Why may -not a ſtrong Preſumprtion do here, eſpecially if there be 
* many facts which look that way * | 

B. Good reaſon ; ior it the fact may be done, and yet the perfon doing 
it be innocent of ths Crime, the Verdit 15 meerly conjectural, and ihs 
man dyes by will and doom : whereas God hath not granted to men ſuch 
a power over one anothers Livres, It th2 Hypotkeſis he not neceſlary, 
there can be no Evidence or Demonltration drawn trom it : and if the 
a'tficial argument tail, the Teitimony cannot affe& the party, 

S. © You may pleaſe to proceed. 

B. Thirdly ; a full and clear Legal diſcovery, that the party accuſed 
hath done the fa& by which the Crime i5 evid2nced. For it 13 one thine 
to be certain that there is Witchcratt in the thing, and another to know 
who 13 concerned 1a 1t : nor are we to fix it upon conjectures, be they 
never ſo probable. SO 

$. © We ſhall agree in this Do&rine of a Legal diſcovery, and if we can 
"do fo tathe Application, i hopes there will be no further ditference be- 
* tween us. Pleaſe then to interpret your mind in this matter. 

B. There are two things whereby thiz Conclafion may be made evident ; 
and any one of them 15 luthcient : and they are both of them well known, 
and plentifully ſpoken to by Authors : 1: will there be necdl:fs now to in- 
ſilt on them. 

S. © Let us a little Lafcourte on it, for pofſibly we are not of one 
* mind about them. 

B. The firſt is, A free and full Confe:Hon made by the Accuſed Perſon , 
of the Fa&, bcing in is i1ght mind, and not fiighted or forced into it: 

S, © But may not a pcrlon falily accule himfelt,, and fo dy of a Crime 
* of which he is Innocent ? 

B, He may : neverthelz{;, 1t all duo means be uſed, his Flood 13 on his 
own Head, and the Civ! Authoi ity wiil be blameleſs. 

S. © VV hat can you by a perion in his :ight mind 2 | 

B. One that 13 ncither diſtraced nor Cilcontented ; and fo may not be 
{uppoled cither to contefs he knows not what ; or to do it to rid himſelf 
ot lite, and to Ciltraction I account deep Mcllancholy expreiled by the 

_ pre- 
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preval:ncy of ſtrange Imaginaticns, apt to lead him into a belief of any 
thing againſt himſelf or others. 1n theſe cafes much tenderneſs is to be 
uſed. 

S. © But how ſhall thi; be known ? 

B. Enquiry ts to be made of thoſe that converſe with them: and if 
there be nothing appear but that they are in their right mind, the Caſe 
is clear againſt them. 

S. © But you talk of a free and voluntary Confeſſion 3 Do yon condemn 
* the Examining of them by Civil Authority, and fſtritly proving them 
* by queſtions, which are proper to bring them to ſuch a Confeſlion ? 

B. By no means, provided it be fairly done. 

S. © When bs that ? 

B. Firſt, When there are ſtrong Prefumptions againſt the Perſon ; and 
chat is the main uſe of Preſumption, wiz. to bring the perſon upon Exa- 
mination ; and to do it without fſach, i; a breach of the Rule of Chari- 
ty, which 1s to think no evil. 

S. * And whenclic ? 

B. Secondly, As I befere f:1J, when means are not uſed to force or 
fight them into it. Extorted Conteſttons are not fair. 

$. © You talk of Spaniih Inquifitions; I hope none of ours are charge- 
* able with it, and yet 1 know there are ſome who plead for Examination 
* by Torture 2 Es 

B. See you to that ;. I am not accuting, but arguing ; and let me tell 
you, there are other ways of undue force and fight, betiges,Racks, Strap- 
padoes and ſuch like things as Spanith Inquiſtors ule. 

S. © What are they ? 

B. I may tell you another time : but I now paſs to the ſecond gronnd 
of Conviction, which 13, The Telitmony of two fuflicient Humane Wit- 
neſſes, to one and the ſame Individual Fact, as done by the Parry Accuſed. 

S. © You are too ftrcizht Laced in exprefiing of thiz, and 1 am Giffari:- 
© fied wich it. 

B. T am willing to be conviaced Þy Reaton, 

S ©] lee no reaſon why it 1; necetlary that there ſnould be two Wit- 
* nefles to the ſame InGividual Fact : I thought it had been enough, 1t 1t 
* were to the ſame Fact in Species : | know juc1cious and Learned Men 
fare of this mind, and tcll us, that it 13 enough to gain Humane Crecit ; 
*if one man fay that he ſaw Lions in Africa lat year, and another coines 
* and ſays that he ſaw E1ons there this year ; though it was not at the 
* lame time, nor likely the ſame Individual 'Lions:; why then may it 
* not do in ths Cale 7 


B. The 
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B. The caſe 5 vaſily different. I way give an Hiſtorical Credit te 
Reports, pon probable grounds, becauie, it they {hould prove falle, ne 
man is hurt by it, and therefore, one good credibl> Author may ſuffice 
here. Put to take away the Names and Lives of Perſons on ſo eafy a 
belief, is not fo light a matter. The miſtake doth a miſchief irreparable. 
Eufides, the moral reaſon of appointing two Witneſles at leaft tro confirm 
a watter by, is propeily reterritle to Individual Facts : for, it is 
by fuch that a man proved guilty : now my denial challengeth 
as much credir as anothers atfirmation againſt me : and every 
particular Fact, having my particular deral againſt him that chargeth me; 
there is hut one to cne in thar Incividual : and the Law of Ecuity and 
Charity requires that I be beligvcd in my own Detence, Where there bs 
nothing to preponderate. 

S. If this Rule be always follewed,it will be hard to puniſh Wickedneſs. 

B. If it be not catefully followed, there will be no Security for In- 
NOcence. 

S. © I am not clear what you mean by Humane Witneſſes ; I have un- 
* derſtood that you deny the Aﬀiced Perſons to be {uch. 

B. That is one of your miſtakes ; and you labour of a great many in 
your judging of us: We acknowledge the Aﬀiifted Perſons to be Hu- 
mane ; and if they are Witneſles ac all, they muſt be Humane Witneſles ; 
but I truſt you will ſee your Error anon. 

S. © But what then do you mean by the Teſtimony of Humane ' Wit- 


* neſfes ? 


B. 1 mean, that the Teſtimony it ſelf be Humane, as well as the Wit- 
ncfls ; or, to {peak more plain, that the Thing Teſtined be that which he 
came to the knowledge of, after the manner of men. 

S. © What do you mean by that ? 

B. I intend, That wich on2 man can know concerning another by 
ks Senſes, and that accorcing to the true nature, and uſe of them ; 
whatſoevor comes 11 any other way, 15 either by extraordinary 'Revela- 
tion from God, or by the infinuation of the Devil ; and what Credit is 
legally to be t£iven to a thing which an Humane Peclon 1wears, meerly 
upon the Levil iniormation 7 

S. © It ſeems thea you would altogether invalidate the Teſtimony of 
* our Afﬀicted. | 

B. I have many things againft it, which I ſhall reduce to two Heads. 
Fit, I cannot think them to be competent V Vitneſles. 

S, fIt may be you run away with the common vogue,that they are ſcan- 
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Fatiation be made better ; but however ; they are'not upon Recoxc 
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B.T have beard many things of that nature, and I do believe, it they 
be true, and made 1o to appear, it ought to weaken . their Teſtimony, 
although they \do not ſtand upon Record ; fo that if ſuch things be pro» + 
ved before a Jury ( who are Judges of VVitneiles, and of the weight of 


their Evidence ) they are in Conſcience to count them inſufficient, and 
Lam ſure that utmoſt care ought to be had about the qualifications of 


fuch whoſe Teſtimony is taken againſt mens lives; that they be accor- 


Gapg to the Rules, which Moral Heathen, by the light of nature have 


acknowledged to be neceſſary. Bur here 13 not my great ſick, 

'$. *Why 2? They are Humane Perſons as well as you. - _ 

B. True ; and yet there may be that which will render them incompei 
tent. As, ſuppoſe them to be poſleiſed perſons. I know you ſtifly deny 
it, becauſe you fore-lce that if yeu grant it, their Witnefs 1s thereby re:.d- 
red invalid, 

S..© Yea, and -we have ſufficient reaſon to deny it. 

B, Be not over confident, you may be miſtaken. What are your 
reaſons ?. Ef FRI 
8. © They are bewitched, and therefore not poſſeſſed ; there are feren 
* ſigns of one bewitched, and tix of theſe agree in them. 

B. I diſpute not that ; though I find ſome to be very confufed in this 
point : but ſuppoſing them bewitched, they may be poſleited too : and it 
i5 an ordinary thing for a potſeflion to be introduced by a bewitching, as 
there are many inſtances 11 Hitory. do confirm. 

S. © But chey have their fits by times and are out of them again. 

B. And yer they may be poſſ:iked. Snch as were poiletled by Devils, 
on the records of the Goſpel Hiſtory, were fo. 

S, © Put theres is no Symptom on them, which may not well agree to 
© one that 15 bewi:ched, and not poſſefled. 

B. I bcli:ve you are miitaken. IT could name many things, which I 
think mult eicher prove them Wicches or poil:{[:d ; and I chartadly be- 
lieve the IAzr of them. 

S. © I could never be convinced of that. 

B. It may be ſ>3” and I could give areafon for ic. But what do you 
think of cheir extraordinary lighr, which you make ſo much uſe of to the 
aſtoniſhment of ſome of us ? and what of their telling of things done et 
a diſtance, their Predicting of things future | and ( it you may be Credi- 
ted) their diſcovering of things Secret, and done beiors they were barn, 

| an 


ore without any legal exception. 
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ficient Witneſſes, Viz. Their incapacity to give a full and clear Teſti 
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telling the tines of perfots whom they tiever heard of ; and tuafly 
gs of hke nature. | | OOO 


S.* I believe theſe may de'the effe@s of Wircheraft, © 
B. Not of meer Witchcraft ; not yet are infallible evidence of Witch- 


n 
» 


eraft : they may bs without it, immediately from the Devil ; and can- 
Ix .., without cither ſome paſleffion, or ſome unlawful commetce with 
- the Devil, fry. 


S. © You will hardly perſwade ours to believe you in this point. 
B. It may be fo : but I have further to obje& againſt their 


© ny, to theface of the Priſoner at the Barr ; and yet that is requiſite by Law 
and Reaſon. ='Y 


© Looks. 


_ * there is at length. a Teſtimony wa of chem. 


that is enough -: fomimes alſo there. muſt be a great 


S. © That is becauſe the Witches finite thetn- down with their poiſc 


hereb 
EA en prevented of doing that which is: requulite in Mica 
itnefs, 4 | 


S. ©It is indecd an Obſtruction for a time * but with much Patignce 


B. That is more than you cafi prove : but ſuppoſe it z they ars 


that the Devil ſomtimes takes 
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B. A poor one too : for you | 
thcir memory, and it muſt be vefreſhtdy by pat 


—_. - 


the Evidence, and that muſt make is pbnfubec 


Y 


S. © But ſomtimes they are as well as you are, and are they net goin- 
" petent Wicneffes now ? a gy EIT 
- B. I doubt that; for whiles they have their ſpe&ral ſight, . 
ſuppoſe them to be clear ' from the Gharrh. * But this is not the thi 
mainly infift upon ; But the ſecond: thing I would plead to is, 


I cannot 


"ag I 
theic 
Teſtimony is not Convictive. 
S. © How ſo? ou 
B. For two reafons, becauſe 'it is not Humane z nor.doth it affe& the 
perſon. Wis EET 
S. © Why not Humane ? they. ate Humane perſons I ſuppote that 
Cc . o | . « 
g1VE it. | | T4 Ei 
B. True ; but how came they by their Knowledge ? tt 15 not accor- 
ding to the way that is natural for men to know things by ; but 1t 5 
either Supernaturally, or Preter-naturally ; and that muſt be - Extraord 


oc 


Narily, either itrom God or Satan. _ pion on wo 
'S. *Many of us think it to be from God fer the diſcovery of Witch- 
© craft, (- : 
| w-_ 3B. Aud 


—  — 


- (any 

BF. And and one of yours tells me, he is confirmed in it; becauſe. the 
confeſling W icches ſay ſo. But no more of that. I am fure,by your own 
eonceflions, the moſt of their information is from the Afﬀticting Speares, 


and the Black man, ( ic may be fomtimes he puts on white, to look like 
an Angel of Light ) I believe when God raiſeth up Prophets, be will 
reveale himſelf in fome other way to them, than by Devil; ; and in ſome 
other ſort of raptures than in tormenting Firs. | 

$, © But if it be of the Devil, it may be ovec-ruled by God to diſcover 
© wicked perfons, and bring them to deſerved puniſhment. 

_ B. I believe Devils are under the Government of Gods Pro) ilence, & 
may be by his ruling hand improved in ſuch diſcoveries ; but it is withour 
there. deſignipg  exher the Glory of God or the good of men, bur the 
contrary ; E therefore whatever comes. from them is to be ſulfedted ; 


and it 15 dangerous uſing or creciing them too far, 
S. *But what if God will Extraordinarily uſe Devils in this affair ? 


© ſhall we reje&-his- Providence in it? 

B. This is a thing which I am nor ready to believe in this Caſe ; 
and that becauſe it 5 an inſufficient Medium to attain the end, and that 
tor the Second reaſon I named, Fiz. it doth not atiz& the perſon 
accuſed. | Foe 

'S..* You faid fo indeed; but it needs proof. 

B. When I ay it affe&ts'/him \not ; I principally intend, ic will not 
amount to an evidence againſt him ; and it fo, what diſcovery is there 
in 1t 7 : 

S. © Do you not believe that his SpeQre 13 Teen afflitting by the per- 
© fon afflicted ? Ih : 

B. pang tt; yet it doth not hence fo'l>w that he iz the Witch. 

S. © We muſt grant that it 5 the. Devil in the Spectre ; but it 15 by the 
5 Parties conſent, and therefore it proves him Guilty. 

B, I know you all plzad fo; and tell us that the Devil cannot repre- 
ſent an Innocent perſon doing miſchief, but never proved it; nor can 
we believe you. 

S. © Where thea is the Rectoral Holineſs of God in Governing the 
© World ? 
 B. Where was it when God ſuffered Naboths Life to be taken away, 
by falſe Witneſſes ? where was it when Solomon made that remarke in, 
Eccleſ. 8. 14 ? It i not for ſuch filly Mortals as you and I to prelaiie 
to him who ſits King for ever. 

S. © But how could the V Voild ſtand if it might be fo permitted ? 


B. "There are ſome things now and then Eyene ; that if it were com- 
Gs mon, 


| Guilty. 
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berry, they would ſoon diſcover it : and yer for God when he ph 
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ſuffer ſuch things, to Evene in a way of Judgment, is conſiftent” with his 


Holineſs, and is alfo Dodrinal to us. ads 
 S, © But by this notion good mens lives might be expoſed and loft. 

B. That is your fault who give ſuch a credit to theſe things. I b 
licye, if it were your lot to be thus accuſed, you would think it hard" 
to be fo cenſured, or dealt by : you would cither repentof your raſhye 
or turn Atheiſt. 

S. © I never fear it ; God will never permit ſuch a thing 

B. That makes you ſo cenforious: and others have ſo ſaid, but now 
they are accuſed, and eat their words. a Lo os 

S. © Can you give an inſtance of any Godly Perſon fs accuſed ? © 

B. Hiſtory ſupplies us with enongh, and thoſe not only Innocent, 
which were ſufficient, but famous for extraordinary Piety. Eon 

S. © Who knows but they were Hypocrites and Witches for all ? 

B. True, and fo are you for ought I certainly know : but ' che Rule of 
Charicy bids us to think well of them, till that appear which ought to 
remove this Charity, | hs HH rd Ros 

S. © We think ſo too, but ſuppoſe here is enough, . preſuming it aeceſ- 
* ary that there mult be the conſent of the party. es 

B. And it 4s a preſumption in you, and infufficient, till you can prove 


that the Devil cannor do it withont cheit . conſent, which I believe you 


never will, | - os 

S. © We do not yet ice that you have.proved that he ever hath ſo'done 
 B. Thats a wheedle : nonE knows anothers heart : let us produce the 
molt emiment inſtances of .that kind, and you reply, who knows 'but. 


they were Hypocrites and Witches ? But mean while you ' forget that it 


lies upon you to prove, that it cannot be 3; elfe how can you fafely con- 
dude the Evidence you would draw from it? it is a principle you practiſe 
upon, and ſore you ſhould make it gocd: Beſides, we have arguments to 
make it Raijonzily appear, that it may wcll be. | 

S. © We ate willing to hearken to Reaſon. 


B. That's well : Do you really believe that all the perſons accuſed are. 


Witches. 
S. © God forbid that I hould be fo uncharitablz. 


B. This 15 a plain contradiction : for it you believe the former con- | 
Cluſion, you muſt cicher ſuſpe& the Accuſers of Falihood, which vou will 


not bear, or of a dcluſion, which you deny, - or that all fo Accukd are 


B 2 Ce Ah S_ * We 


Tv: 

os 6 FO I et ole IE Eg DEG IS + ad. - 

. St. .C, tg BUIKSC aoniſhed at the thing . eſpccally Ince the num. 
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_ B. Nor is there a profpett of an end of thoke accuſations in thi; way* 
Bur will you. adm of a lictls reafoning. in this caſe? I fuppolt- you br: 
hgye that the Devil can do this, and will wo, ſhould God permir kim fo 


DS: 
* B” That God may permic him, confiftent-with his ReQoral Holineſs, 
5 (TI chink) undeniable: He .can make a- ſcourge of it to punith a 
Backſliding :People by + he. can humble his own Children by it, and 
make it turn to their good in the end ; he hath done things as unaccoun- 
table as this; and wha bath limized him in this only calc. 

.S. * Bye U chs \ﬀMged Perfons Tcliifis that they fee ſuch an ane af: 
fidting £ em perſgnally, myſt not this be Canvidtive ? ſhall he excufs 
himſelf by laying the Devil Cid. it in his likene6, without his conſent 3 

2y. pot men make this exguic. in all other Crimes that are witnciled a- 

t thei? and where i.che gp of Jace then ? 
. F have heard mich ſuch infignificant talk : Suppoling the Aﬀicted 
; we ful lay; that it two Wicneſles aver 
on,and he cannot prove himſelf to be in. | 
. 06-15 PAY, convicted, and ( if innocent 
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i. the. Devil. who doth all the mi{qhief, only it is by their conſent, 0- 
* therwite they could not be ſupoſed; to be Wieches. 

B. Bur. when, ic is fo, it ſtill remains to prove their conſent, which they 
deny ; and yaur argument is not valid to evince it ; it being a concluſion 
wtich you-draw at Izaft from uncertain premiſes, how then ſhould it” be . 
certain : where the Word of God requires that the thing be certain. x 

S. © Witches then muſt not be known but by their perſonal Confeſſi- 
* on : and thiz is to prevent the finding out of fuch abominations. 

B. Otherwiſe Innocent Perfons may be condemned for Witches ; and 
what a feartul thing is that? and know it, that God never intended to 
bring to light all hidden works or workers of Darkneſs in thiz World ; 
gor will-it be imputed as a Sin, that men did not punith ſecret fins wich- 
out clear diſcoveries : but if in aÞreciptant zea}, they ſhould cut off any 
tar Criges not proyed, it will be imputed, Neverthelch, there are other 
ways 
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ways to find out Witches 'hefides. their” own Confeflion, = < 
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5. © Bnr 1 hope you will allow this; 
* ſtance, to make up an Eviclence 4 


4, F 
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B. I think not : and my reaſon 1;, becauſe there nn1ft be at 1:aſt .one-. 
Fact proved againtt the perſon, for which he ought-to'dy : and that is it 


which his Guait 15 to be tound upon ; and it 4; enough but if there be 
no one fach rhing, all che Sufpicious Circumftances mallknormake' it up, 
becauſe the thing 13 not made certain by them. Befides, wife men tell 
us, that never fo many meer Prefumptions wilt noc Eo it... _ © © 

S, © But ſuppole the perſon acculed cannot prove himBRlf in another 
* place at the time, will not the Accuſarion then ſuffice. @  * cl 

B. No, not in cats of Witchc air, wheronly the AfBited accuſe, and 
By-ſranders can neither ſes nor feel any thing : for. thar fight 13 Spectral, 


and that is preternatural, and ſo not convittive ; becauſe, as before. told 


you, wi:nzts to matter of Fa&, mutt be of things that come. umder 'our 
entes; -at they are Humane : tht therefors proves nothing diſtinaly,, or 


mdividually , but only dizunRtively, viz. that it . is. either by. Wicchcrafe, 


or more tmmediately fron the: Devik > ®L 
S. © T hope you will allow -thiz ro be enough to commit. perſons tc 
* Priſon upon ſuſpicion ; which may be. an introduction to bring in 
*- other things againſt them. of 4 | Ee LS, 
B. The Law provides that perſons - committed for Capital: Crimes, be 
without Bayl ; and they mult at leaft paſs a Grandqury: ere they van 
have a delivery : and for that Reaſon, it :al{&6 provides that no. perſon 


« 


ſhall be © Committed but for ſomthing which hath ar leaſt the value of. 


one clear Teſtimony to prove it fuch a Crim? : Befides,, the name, and 
Life of the perſon is hereby- expoied ; and r2aſon-tellk us, there muſt bz 
ſomthing Teſtifiable agataſt him tor {ach a thing : this is no light matrer 
ts have mens names . for ever Stigmarized, their Familtes ruined, and 
their Lives. hazarcved. _ 

S. © But by this means have many b:en GCiivovered, and other things 
* brought in againit them, which have detected them and they . have 
* {uffered juſtly. 4 fs. FS. 

B. I have nothing to fay on that account ; T never ſaw their Trials. 
But I know, an error in the Firſt Concotion is not Re&ified in the Se- 
cond. Evil is not to be done that good may come of it. You cannot 


tell how many Innocent perſons may be by t ruined for this Work). 


However, good events do not Juſtify unwarrantable actions. 

8. © Sure you will grant it to- bs cnought to bring perſons upon Exami- 
* Nation. | EN a Is | 
B. Do 


wich fore orher weighty Circum- 
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ally all whom they cry out of 2? 
+ never heard of before. 
if you &nd for the accuſed ? 


Y. bY mr that's the Devil, turned informer : how are good 
to Fe Te: , apt ft t- whom he hath a Particular malice. 
# pare they are known by them, at the leaſt. one or 


, Iris but & - FD and wiſe men will weigh Preſumptions 
zinft-Pretum: riqns. There is to be no Examination without grounds 
| ome perions: Credit ought to be accounted too good to be 
dNeBined fo far. as to be: ſuſpected on ſo ſlight a ground ; and it is 
an- injury done them. to bring ther upon Examination, which renders 
chem .openly ſuſpected.. I will nor deny but for perſons already ſuſpect- 

od, and of ill is, it. may .occaton. their being Examined ; but if dog 
As comes in, nor a Confeflion be made ; the. uſe of ſuch a Prefumption 
any Further cvaſerh : but if -other things of moment appear, a further 
proceeding may. be made. 

. That is enoug for me ; we never impriſoned any on a meer 
oct al -Evidetce Fog the bate- accuſation of the Aficted. | 
B. Nec Examaned any. Publickly, who were before of goal reputation 
raety < 16.think- other wile ; but what is that to me ? 1 would 

now are other-thing is : 

$. © When they have been brought before the Aﬀaicted, they have 
* truck them 2 with their Eyes, and raiſed them again with 2 touch 

"of-their hands. © | 

-B, Youare very uncharirable to ſay they Gid it, becauſe there have 
been ſuch things in concomitancy. 

© The very. poiſon. of the Witches eyes hath knock®t them down, 

b. T ſee.you are no Philoſopher : I am {atisfied that there is Illuſion in 
this as well as the other ; I pray do theſe etfecrs follow meerly on their 
co in their ſghr, or by uſing of it as an. Ordeal ? 

© [t was firſt Giſcovered occaſionally, but fince hath been uſed for 

_ experiment, and is found never to tail. 

B...The. uſe. of this as a Trial, is utterly unlawtul, as will ere long be 
| made to appear to the World : and beſides, the thing 3 i5 not evidential, 
|'Y. "= when: ic is dene ; but exceedingly fallacious : yea indeed, it is not any 
# ig i whit more a "Preſumption than the former, if ſo much. 


S. © But 
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B. And you belizve them ! © The effect is preterna 
unaccouuntable : and mens wild gucſles in fuch an aifair, ought 
paſs for Maxims, where lite is concerned. . I know net how y 
attected ; but I profeſs 1 ihould be loth to dy upen_ a 
Philoſophy that 15 ar moſt Giſputabls. 

S. © You ar2 an admi-able Advocate for the Wirches. 
B. This is not the firſt time. Bur if you thus Reflect, we had as good. 
break off at preſent. | 

 & ©] would willingly before we part ask you what you think of the 

* acc, ſation of the Conteffors, who ſay they have ſeen ſuch in their 
© Mectings, and diverſe Baptized by the Devil. I have heard that you 

© make ltght 0: thiz too 3 whereas we thought it would have put all out 

' © of queſiton. | 

B. I have already told you my Judgment of the Confeſlors againſt 
themſelves : but there is enough ( I think ) to invalidate their evideng 

- againſt others. 

S. © The Law provides tha. Accomplices confeſling are valid againſt 
" their Aſlociates. 
 B. There are Ciſputes about that, and I am not fo good a Lawyec. 
as to determine ic: only I have to except in this Cafe. OY 

S. © I would gladly hear what you can fay to ir. = 

B. Firſt, the pertons confefling are Wr:ches by their own confefiion ; 

and have d Totes abjured God and Chrit, and given themſelves up to 

the Devil, the Father of Lies ; and what Credix is to be given to the 

Teftimony of ſuch againſt the Lives of others 7 

S. © But what it they have openly renounced” that Covenant, and teſti- 


= 


*fied repentance, why are they not now valid ? 

B. Leſs Crimes require a long probation of perſons repentance : and 
their bare ſay 1o, is but a poor evidence for them ; nay though they 
add tears and ask forgivenels, Furthermore, fome things ought to bo 
a prrpetual infamy to perions, and for ever Cifable thenrtor giving 
a Teſtimony 11 chi; World ; to be ure, till they are reſtored plentifully 
to the Charity of all good men. TTY: S, © Thv 
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